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January 30, 2011

Notice: IBESR Accepting New Adoption Cases

Haiti's adoption authority, the Institut du Bien-Etre Social et de Recherches
(IBESR), has informed the U.S. Government that they are accepting new
adoption applications for Haitian children who are either documented as
orphans or who have been relinquished by their birth parent(s). The U.S.
Embassy in Port-au-Prince has also resumed normal visa processing.
However, prospective adoptive parents should be aware that the already
frail adoptions infrastructure in Haiti has been further taxed by the
earthquake, creating displacement and family separations that make
practical and legal determinations of orphan or abandoned status extremely
difficult and create additional challenges to adoptive families.

We encourage prospective adoptive parents to verify that their application
is being processed in accordance with Haitian legal requirements and the
procedures established by IBESR. For more details on intercountry
adoptions from Haiti please see Haiti country specific information. For
specific information on how to adopt in Haiti, please email
papadoptions@state.gov.
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